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sin, more prone to think of man as a fallen than as a rising
angel.
That the Sydenham Clark Parsons Professor of History in Smith
College and the Woodrow Wilson Professor of International
Politics in the University College of Wales should both think the
subject worthy of their study is not surprising. Professor Kohn has
published the first volume of what promises to be a most acute and
learned as well as lengthy historical study of nationalism,1 and
Professor Carr has, in a brief and challenging tract for the time,2
stated his position on what is one of the great questions of the
day, whether or not it will be one of the great questions of to-
morrow.
There is not much good writing on the subject in English and
for a very obvious reason. As a man with a good digestion has no
story of ills and remedies to tell, so the happy nation has no
nationalist theory to explain its national well-being. Professor
Kohn, with his experience of Vienna, Prague, Asiatic Russia and
the United States, has been in an excellent position to observe the
workings of nationalism and the realities of national problems. And
that he was, for a time, a Zionist is all to the good. Nationalism
is more a state of the emotions than a philosophical theory of the
state, and just as no really first-class book on love is likely to be
written by a eunuch, no really first-class book on nationalism is
likely to be written by one to whom nationalism is as much foolish-
ness as the Gospel was to the Greeks,
Of course, the limitation of experience imposed on an English-
man by the happy national experience of his country is not neces-
sarily crippling. Because there is little nationalist doctrine in
England it is far from following that there is little nationalist feel-
ing. But English nationalism is so unselfconscious, so unshakable,
that the shallow observer may ignore its existence. But it is there,
all the same; it is to be found in obvious and even fantastic forms
in noisy and convinced internationalists as well as, we may be
sure, in some dupes of the Third Reich whose folly justified their
incarceration in Brixton, but, none the less, did not keep them from
being very English specimens of the genus quisling.
1 Hans Kohn.   The Idea of Nat^onal^sm.  A Study in Its Origins and Back-
ground. (New York. To be published shortly in Great Britain by Macmillan.)
8 Edward HaUett Carr. Nationalism and After. (Macmillan.)